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EN 206 Unit 3: Modernist Poetry Week 10 (F 10/16-F10/23) 
Introduction and Assignments 

Week 10: Modernist Poetry—Skepticism and Art

What to Do This Week:

1) Read through my initial preliminary framing ideas for modernist poetry just below here in this document. Then view the two modernist powerpoints in the folder.
2) View 2 videos then listed next in this document.  
3) Read the Eliot and Yeats poems listed below in this document.  
4) Compose a ‘journal entry’ in response to the journal prompt found in at the end of this document and submit it as an original post to the Blackboard Discussion Board Thread for this upcoming week by 11:59 on Thursday 10/22.  Then compose and submit two ‘reply’ posts to this Discussion Board Thread on Blackboard by the end (11: 59 pm) of Friday Oct 23rd  .
_____________________________________________________________________________


1) Introduction: Modernist Poetry—Skepticism and Art

	a) As we now enter into the modernist movement, we shift from the Romantic and Victorian eras of the 19th century into the modernist era of the first half of the twentieth century.  At the risk of generalization, one might say that the Romantics were often celebratory optimists about the human condition, particularly in terms of how nature could catalyze a powerful sense of spirit and even community, while the Victorians then celebrated the progress and advances made by society in the 19th century, though they increasingly raised an ethical concern over the costs of such progress (as Frankenstein explored).  

	While one might then expect this optimistic belief in human progress, rooted as well in the 18th century Enlightenment celebration of human reason, to carry over into the twentieth century, one significant event definitely challenged this belief and hope: the cataclysmic First World War.  Please now view the two modernist powerpoints in our unit folder to learn more about modernism and Eliot and Yeats.

2) ---Watch:

	--the first 16 minutes (no need to go further) of this documentary about Eliot:	https://www.learner.org/series/voices-visions/t-s-eliot/

	----then view this 12 minute introduction to Yeats:		https://www.massolit.io/lecturers/130


3) Read the following poems from these two poets (from our anthology or found online):

	--Eliot: “The Hollow Men,” “The Love Song of J Alfred Prufrock”
--Yeats: “September 1913,” “The Second Coming,” “Lapis Lazuli,” “The Circus Animal’s Desertion,” “Sailing to Byzantium”


4) Write a Journal Entry: for your journal post (note that I have pushed it back to Thursday), respond to one of the following two prompts:

a) Imagine you are the therapist for J. Alfred Prufrock and Eliot’s poem ”The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock.”  Write up a report (200-300 words) that evaluates what is ailing this young man and what advice you would offer to help him.  Be sure to use a few quotes from the poem to develop your assessment.

b) Keats’ “Ode to a Nightingale” (Romantic Unit) and Yeats’ “Sailing to Byzantium” share a similar concern with human mortality and decay.  Compare and contrast the two poems (200-300 words) for what they suggest about how one might cope with human mortality.  Make sure to assess their endings and use a few quotes.
		
Submit the original post to the Blackboard Discussion Board Thread for this upcoming week by 11:59 on Thursday 10/22.  Then compose and submit two ‘reply’ posts to this Discussion Board Thread on Blackboard by the end (11: 59 pm) of Friday Oct 23rd  .

